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This refers to your correspondence and accompanying samples submitted to the Bureau of
Alcohol, Tobacco. Fireanns and Explosives (ATF), Firearms Technology Industry Services
Branch (FTISB), of three variations of pistol stabilizing braces. You asked if attaching the
forearm braces to an AR-type or other variant pistol would cause the pistol to be classified as a
"rifle" and thus a firearm subject to regulation by the National Firearms Act (NFA), specifically,
26 U.S.C. § 5845(a).
As background to your inquiry, the following review of definitions provided in Federal statutes
and implementing regulations should be useful:
The Gun Control Act of 1968 (GCA), 18 U.S.C. § 921 (a)(29), defines "handgun," in part, as ..... 0
fireD/om which has a short slack and is designed to be held andfired by the use ofa single
hand.,."
A regulation implementing the OCA, 27 CFR § 478.11, defines "pistol" to mean " ...0 weapon
originally designed, made, and intended to fire a projectile (bullet) from one or more barrels
when held in one hand. and having (a) a chamber(s) as an imegral part(s) ofor permanently
aligned with, the borers); and (b) a short stock designed 10 be gripped by one hand and at an
angle to and extending below the line ofthe bore(s)."
The GCA. 18 U.S.C. § 921 (a)(7) defines the lenn "cifIe n as " ... a weapon designed or redesigned,
made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder and designed or redesigned and
made or remade to use the energy ofan explosive 10 fire only a Single projectile Ihrough a rifled
bore for each single pull ofthe trigger,"
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The NFA, 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a), defines "fireann" to include ..... (3) a rifle having a barrel or
barrels ofJess than J6 inches in length ... and. (4) a weapon made from a rifle ifslIch weapon as

.

modified has an overall/ength a/less than 26 incites or a barrel or barrels ojless 'han 16 inches

Based upon your correspondence. the submitted samples are all comprised of three major
components:

1. A stabilizer body designed to be attached to an AR-type pistol (or variant).
2. Velcro hook fastener surfaces attached to stabilizer body.
3. An ann cuff that adheres to the Velcro hook fastener surfaces on the stabilizer.
You detailed the intended design and use of your devices as:

"The intended design and use ofthe system is/or the lISer /0 wear the arm cuffon the operator's
arm, using hook and loop fasteners to securely fit the Cliff. The stabilizer wi/! use the fixed
"hook" surface to attach to the arm cuff's loop surface. This allows the pistol to be more safely
operated with one hand as the cuJ!can be positiOlled in multiple positions and can be adjusted
for tel/sion. Additional/y. the hook and loop system allows the firearm to be loweredfrom a
ready positiol! through its ability to readily disengage}i'om the arm cltffwhile maintaining safe
mu::zle direction.
The purpose a/the arm stabilizer and cufJsystem is to increase safety. slabfllty. and control
durillg one-handed operation 0/AR and other variant pistol designs. It is neither designed. nor
intended/or a user /0 Ji/oe a pistolfrom the shoulder. As one can see in the below attachment. if
one uses the system as deSigned and intended, it is clearly not possible for the system to be
shouldered. ..
The intended purpose and use you describe for the currently submitted models is identical to that
of the previously submitted "Strike Industries Stabilizer" evaluated and addressed in our letter to
you, FTISB #306179, dated September 13, 2017. The major difference being the shape of the
stabilizer bodies and the method of attaching each of these models to an AR-type fireann.
The specific method of attachment for each model brace is detailed below. Each of the submitted
sample bodies are 3D printed prototypes that are similar in size and shape. Each body has hook
fastener material (Velcro) on bolh sides to allow ambidextrous use of the ann cuff. The variation
of each attachment method is incorporated in the design of tile body of the brace during
manu facture. You also stated the raised ridges on the rear surface of the brace arc a result of the
3D printing process and will not be present on production models.
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Strike Industries Model] pistol brace

The Strike lndustries Model I broce is designed to be attached to an AR·type pistol, or variant,
tubular receiver extension and secured to the extension by use of a set screw.

Strike Industries Model 2 pistol brace

The Strike Industries Model 2 brace is designed to be attached to an AR-type pistol, or variant,

by use of an adapter mounted to the firearm receiver.
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Strike Industries Model 3 pIstol brace

The Strike Industries Model 3 brace is also designed to be attached to an AR-type pistol, or
variant, receiver extension. However, the Model 3 has a groove on top that mates directly with a
specific receiver extension. The receiver extension is slotted for adjustment and the brace is
secured by use of a screw that is inserted laterally through the hole in the brace into one oftbe
five adjustment slots in the receiver extension.
As you know, shoulder stocks notmally attach to the receiver of a shoulder-fired firearm. A
shoulder stock provides a means for the shooter to support the fireann and easily aim it. With
respect to a foreann brace, the submitted device is an accessory attachment designed to enhance
the stability of a pistol by attaching to the operator's foreann.
Stabilizing foreann braces generally would not change a pistol's classification to a "shortbarreled rifle." FTISB finds that the three submitted braces are not designed to support a pistol in
the shoulder of the shooter during firing, but rather, to be attached to the shooter's foreann.
Based on our evaluation, FlISB finds that the three submitted models of the Strike Industries
braces, when attached to a AR-type pistol or variant and used in the manner outlined above
(from your letter dated June 6, 2016), do not convert that weapon to be fired from the shoulder
and would not alter the classification of the AR-type pistol. While an AR-type pistol so equipped
would still be regulated by the GCA, it would not create a 'iireann" as defined by the NFA
provided the stabilizer is used as originally designed and intended. and not used as a shoulder
stock.
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If, however, the shooter/possessor takes affinnative steps to configure the device for use as a
shoulder stock, such as using the device without the Velcro attaching surfaces on the brace,
without the arm cuff, or otherwise undennining the ability of the device to be used as a brace,
and then shoots the firearm from the shoulder, using the device as a shoulder stock, that person
has objectively ''redesigned'' the fireann for purposes of the NFA.

We should remind you that the information found in correspondence from FTISB is intended
only for use by the addressed individual or company with regard to a specific scenario(s) or
item{s) described within that correspondence.
We caution that these findings are based on the samples as submitted. If the design, dimensions,
configuration, method of operation, or materials used were changed, our detennination would be
subject to review.
To facilitate the return of the submitted samples, please provide FTISB with n pre-paid shipping
label or appropriate FedEx account number within 60 days of the receipt of this letter.
We trust that the foregoing has been responsive to your request for an evaluation. Ifwe can be
of any further assistance, please contact us.
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