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De~
This refers to your correspondence and accompanying sample to the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF), Firearms Technology Industry Services
Branch (FTISB), submitted for findings regarding the lawfulness of your proposals: As
indicated, you have submitted a 3D printed sample referenced as a prototype "Stabilizing
Brace". This device differs slightly from a similar item submitted under FTlSB work
flow #307538.
The following details pertaining to the samples were noted:
• The device is designed for use with a Glock-type handgun as submitted.
• Attachment of the device to a Glock-type handgun is via an included large
capacity magazine, having its extended bottom section inserted through a
rectangular opening on the lower part of the device
• The device incorporates a Velcro strap which attaches to slots at its rear.
(Photos provided on pages 2, 3, and 4).
For your reference in this matter, the amended Gun Control Act of J968 (GCA),
J8 U.S.C. § 921 (a)(3), defines the term "firearm" to include any weapon (including a
starter gun) which will or is designed to or may be readily converted to expel a projectile
by the action ofan explosive... and] ...the frame or receiver ofany such weapon ....

r
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Also, with respect to the definitions of "handgun" and "pistol" under Federal statutes and
regulations, you may be aware that the GCA, 18 U.S.C. § 921 (a)(29), defines "handgun"
to mean, in part: ...afirearm which has a short stock and is designed to be held and fired
by the lISe ofa single hand....
Additionally, 27 CFR § 478.11, a regulation implementing the GCA, defines "pistol" as:
...a weapon originally designed. made. and intended to fire a projectile (bllllet) from one
or more barrels when held in one hand. and having (a) a chamber(s) as an integral
part(s) of, or permanently aligned wi/h. the bore(s); and (b) a slto/·t stock designed to be
gripped by one hand and at an allgle to and extending belolV the line ofthe bore(s).
Please note also that the GCA, 18 U.S.C. § 921 (a)(7), defines the tenn "rifle" to include a
weapoll designed or redesigned. made 0/' remade. and ill/ended to be fired from the
shollider....
Finally, the NFA, 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a)(3), defines "firearm" to include a rifle having a
barrel or barrels ofless than J 6 inches in length ...,

Submitted device, right side.

,
"
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Submitted device, left side•

.
'

Device with Glock pistol installed.
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Photo of Glock pistols with submitted "Brace" and aftermarket shoulder stock.

Our Branch has previously determined that pistol "arm brace" type accessories were
designed to assist in the supporting of handguns which are generally large and heavy,
such as AR, AI(, FAL, CZ BREN/Scorpion and HK91/93-type semiautomatic pistols.
FTISB research has found such a fireann accessory is not an accessory normally used in
conjunction with revolvers, single-shot pistols, and standard sized semiautomatic pistols
such as 1911 or Glock-type handguns. Also, handguns such as Smith & Wesson J-ITame
revolvers, Kel-tec P3AT's, Ruger LCPs and Beretta Model 2 lA-type pistols are generally
too small to necessitate the use of an "arm brace".
Based on our analysis of your sample, its design features, the type of handgun it is
designed for use with, and consideration of the Federal definitions just cited, we should
inform you that your "Arm Brace" would be classified as a device similar in form and
function to a shoulder stock when installed on a Glock-type or similar pistol. Also, your
3D printed prototype cracked during its handling/inspection.
Therefore, the installation of this accessory described by you as an "Arm Brace "onto a
pistol, or possession of the device with a compatible pistol, provided that the barrel was
less than 16 inches in length, would result in the manufacture of a Short Barreled Rifle
(SBR) as defined in § 5845(a)(3).
In order to return your submitted items, FTISB will require a FedEx account billing
number or a pre-printed shipping label to be submitted within 30 days of receipt of this
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letter. We thank you for your inquiry, regret that our findings could not be more
favorable, but trust the foregoing has been responsive to your concerns.

dcerely yours,
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