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This refers to your correspondence and accompanying sample sent to the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (A TF), Firearms Technology Industry Services Branch (FTISB),
for evaluation.
You ask several questions on the behalfof your client, a (b) (6)
if the addition of this
sample, a Shockwave Technologies Blade Pistol Stabilizer, would design or redesign and change
the classification of the host firearm in a manner lhat would cause it to be classified as a "rifle" and
thus a "firearm" regulated by the National Firearms Acl (NFA), specifically, 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a)(3).
Prior to delineating our response, a review ofthe pertinent definitions is necessary:
The Gun Control Act of 1968 (GCA) defines "firearm" to include:
" ...any weapon (illcilldillg a starter gllll) which will or is designed to or may readily be cOllverted to
expel a projectile by the actioll ofall explosive... the frame or receiver ofallY sllch
weapolI ...[and] ...aIlY firearm mllfJ1er orfirearm silellcer.... .. (See 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(3).)

The GCA, 18 U.S.C. § 921 (a)(7), defines "rine" as "a weapoll desiglled or redesiglled. made or
remade. and illtellded to befiredfrom the shollider alld desiglled or redesigned and made or remade
to lise the ellergy ofall explosive to fire ollly a sillgle projectile throllgh a rifTed bore for each sillgle
pIIII ofthe trigger. "
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Further, the GCA, 18 U.S.C. § 92 I(a)(8), defines "short-barrcled riflc" as-

•.... a rifle having one or more barrels less tlran sixteen inclres in lengtlr and any weapon made from a
rifle (wlretlrer by alteration. modification. or otlrenvise) ifsucl, weapon, as modified, Iras an overall
lengtlr ofless tlran twenty-six inclres. ..
Also, the GCA, 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(29), defines "handgun" to include "afirearm wlriclr Iras a slrort
stock and is designed to be Ireld andfired by tire use ofa single Irand. ..
In addition, 27 CFR § 478.11 defines a "pistol" to mean "a weapon originally designed, made and
i,l/ended to fire a projectile (bullet) from one or mO/'e barrels wlren Ireld in one Irand. and Iraving (a)
a clramber(s) as integral part(s) of. or permanently aligned witlr. tl,e bore(s); and (b) a slrOI'/ stock
designed to be gripped by one ha'ld at an angle to and extending below tire line oftire bore(s). ..
The National Fireanns Act (NFA), 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a), defines "firearm" as:
..... (1) a shotgunlraving a barrel or barrels ofless tlran /8 inclres inlengtlr; (2) a weapon made from
a slrotgun ifsuclr weapon as modified Iras aI' overall length ofless than 26 inclres or a barrel or
barrels ofless tlran /8 inclres in length; (3) a rifle "aving a barrel or barrels ofless t"an J 6 inc"es
in length; (4) a weapon madefrom 0 rifle ifsuclr weapon as modified Iras an overalliengtir ofless
tlran 26 inches or a barrel or barrels ofless tlran 16 inches inlengtlr; (5) any otlrerweapon, as
defined in subsection (6) a maclrinegun; (7) any silencer (as defined in 18 U.S.c. § 921); and (8) a
destructive device. Tire term firearm' shall not include an antique firearm or any device (otlre/'Ihan
a machinegun or destructive device) whiclr, altlrough designed as a weapon, tire ...[AI/ol"llcy
General} ... finds by reason oftire date ofits mall/ljacture. value. design. and otlrer characteristics is
primarily a collector's item and is not likely to be used as a weapon. ..

Finally, the NFA, § 5842, "Identification of firearms," states as follows:

" ... (a) Identification offirearms otlrertlran destructive devices. - Eaclr mamljacturer and imporler
and anyone making a firearm shall idemify eaclr firearm. otlrer tlran a destructive device.
manufactured. imported, or made by a serial number wlriclr may not be readily removed. obliteraled.
or altered. tire uame oftire manufacturer. importer. or maker. and suclr otlrer idell/ification as
tlre ...[Al/omey General} ...may by regulations prescribe. (b) Firearms witlrow seria/number. - Any
person wlro possesses afirearm. otlrer than a destructive device. wlriclr does identify tlrcfirearm witlr
a serial number assigned by tlre .. .[Attorney General} ...and any otlrer information tire...(Iatter} ...
may by regulations prescribe. ..
The FTISB evaluation of the submitted sample revealed that the device is constructed of a rigid
plastic/polymer type material. The Blade Pistol Stabilizer incorporates a stabilizing brace, which the
operator rests against the inside of their foreann when in the firing position. Doing so stabilizes the
fireann in the horizontal plane. The friction created between the user's foreann and the stabilizer
then stabilizes the fireann in the vertical plane. This product is similar in overall appearance to a
Blade AR Pistol Stabilizer previously examined by FTlSB, except for several design features.
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The current submission has three attachment points for a strap or sling as opposed to one attachment
point in the previollsly evaluated design, which was designed to further secure the device to the
operator's forearm to stabilize their firearm in both the horizontal and vertical planes. Please note,
that a sling or strap was not evaluated as a part of the previous submission. We noted the current
submitted sample is also devoid of any kind of strap or sling.
This item also has an AR-typc buffer tube attached. This tube is marked and identified as a
"Sbockwave KAK'"' buffer tube that has 12 machined recesses which are designed to accept a metal
set screw to enable the operator to secure the Blade Pistol Stabilizer in a minimum of 12 various
positions. FTISB personnel found the submitted Blade Pistol Stabilizer can be held in place, in
various positions, without the use of the accompanying set screw.

Apreviol/Sly evaluated Blade AR Pistol Stabilizer was devoid of this design feature, as it was held in
place by two screws located at either end of the brace.
Please note, the subject "Shockwave Approval letter " (ATF # 302672) referenced in your inquiry
does not describe the submitted sample. To further illustrate the differences between these
accessories, please see the photographs below:

Previously Evaluated "Blade AR Pistol Stabilizer"
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Shockwave Technologies "Blade Pistol Stabilizer"

Shockwave Technologies "Blade Pistol Stabilizer" and KAK Buffer Tube
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Further, we noted the following markings on the submitted sample:
•
•
•
•

SHOCKWAVE TECHNOLOGIES
BLADE PISTOL STABILIZER
PATENT PENDING
MADE IN U.S.A.

Shockwave Technologies "Blade Pistol Stabilizer" Assembled to AReType Receiver
FTISB maintains that "length of pull" is a measurement found on shoulder-fired weapons, generally
measured from the center of the trigger to the center of the buttplatelbuttstock. FTISB r .
determined the average length of pull found on shoulder-fired weapons is approximatel a
'
inches. FTISB personnel found th~ installed to an AR-type receiver, the maximum ength 0
pull observed was approximately~inches.
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Shockwave Technolo ies "Blade Pistol Stabilizer" Ass
Len tb of Pull of A rodmatel •

to AR-T
Incbes

e Receiver With a

You should also be aware that the ATF has concluded that attaching the Shockwave Blade Pistol
Stabilizer to an AR-type handgun alone as a foreann brace, does not "make" a NFA weapon.
However, iftbe shooter/possessor takes affinnative steps to configure the device for use as a
shoulder-stock - for example, configuring the brace so as 10 pennanenlly affix it 10 Ihe end of a buffer
tube, (thereby creating a length that has no other purpose than to facilitate its use as a stock),
removing the ann-strap, or othClWise undennining its ability to be used as a brace - and then in fact
shoots the fireann from the shouldcr using the accessory as a shoulder stock, thai person has
objectively "redesigned" the fireann for purposes of the NFA. This conclusion is not based upon Ihe
mere fact that the fireann was fired from the shoulder at some point.
As received, the Shockwave Technologies brand, "Blade Pistol Stabilizer" is a fireann accessory not
regulated by the GCA or NFA. An AR-type piSlol with the Blade Pistol Stabilizer attached, is nol a
"fireann" as defined in 26 U.S.C. § 5845(a). Please be aware, that a weapon which is designed or
redesigned, made or remade, and intended to be fired from the shoulder, and designed or redesigned
and made or remade to use the energy of an explosive to fire only a single projectile through a rifled
hore for each single pull of the trigger is classified as a "rifle" as defined in the GCA, 18 U.S.C. §
921 (a)(7).

Further, to answer your specific inquiry involving the Shockwave Technologies brand, "Blade Pistol
Stabilizer", your "fundamental questions" below are in italics with our response:
Question: Does /he length ofthe brace madefor a handgun, make a difference in its classifica/ion as
a brace/stock?
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Answer: The length of a pistol stabilizing brace can be a mitigating design feature when evaluating
such an item. Other factors or design features include, but not limited 10: the firearm design, firearm
weight and the overall length of the weapon the stabilizing brace is attached to.
~

Canf make a brace any length?

A: See previous answer. Individuals manufacturing a firearm accessory are not required to submit a
sample to ATF (specifically, FTISB) for approval. However, if the design of the item were
questionable, it is prudent for such individuals to submit a functioning exemplar to our Branch prior
to manufacture for evaluation.
~

/fllot, what is the maxim 11m lellgth a persall can make a brace?

A: See previous answer.
~

/fthere is 1I0t allY method to auach a pistol brace/stock to a pistol arm brace pllrchasedFom a
velldor; is that significant?
A: There is not enough information provided to author an authoritative response.

~

Does ATF/FTfSB have a presCI"ibed stalldard that each brace/stock is evaillated against?

A: Please note that the focus ofFTISB is to determine whether or not an item{s) is an item regulated
by the GCA or NFA. FTISB determinations are dependent upon the particular facts, designs,
characteristics or scenarios presented. Please be aware that although other cases (submissions to our
Branch) may appear to present identical issues, correspondence from FTlSB pertains to a particular
issue or item.
We would caution from directly applying guidance wholly or in part, in correspondence from FTISB
10 other cases, because complex legal or technical issues may exist that differentiate this scenario or
finding from others that only appear to be the same. Formal determinations by FTISB personnel are
relevant to the item as submitted. An item's overall design, dimensions, configuration, method of
operation, processes, utilized materials and intended use are variables considered in the evaluation of
an item submitted to FTISB.
~

/f fllse any manllfactllrer 's arm brace as a stock. is that a la"!"lllse?

A: If a "Blade Pistol Stabilizer" is assembled to a pistol and if the shooter/possessor takes affirmative
steps to configure the device for use as a shoulder-stock - thus designing or redesigning or making or
remaking of a weapon designed to be fired from the shoulder; this assembly would constitute the
making ofa "rine" as defined in 18 U.S.C. § 921(a)(7).
Further, ifthis "Blade Pistol Stabilizer" is assembled to a pistol and if the shooter/possessor takes
affirmative steps to configure the device for use as a shoulder-stock- thus designing or redesigning or
making or remaking of a weapon designed to be fired from the shoulder, which incorporates a barrel
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length ofless than 16 inches; this assembly would constitute the making of "a rille having a barrel or
barrels of less than 16 inches in length"; an NFA firearm as defined in 26 U.S.C. § 5845(aX3).
FTISB personnel have determined a Shockwave Technologies Blade Pistol Stabilizer as evaluated, is
a firearm accessory designed to assist with the operation and use of pistols. Specifically, aiding the
shooter in stabilizing the firearm when firing the host pistol. Our Branch has determined such an
accessory assists in the supporting of handguns which are generally large and heavy, such as AR, AK,
FAL, CZ BREN/Scorpion and HK91/93-type semiautomatic pistols.
Additionally, FTISB research has found such a firearm accessory is not an accessory commonly used
in conjunction with revolvers, single-shot pistols and standard sized semiautomatic pistols such as
1911 or Glock-type handguns. Handguns such as Smith & Wesson J-frame revolvers and Kel-tec
P3ATs, Ruger LCPs and Beretta Model 21 A-type pistols are too small to necessitate the use of a
Shockwave Technologies Blade Pistol Stabilizer. Firearms such as these, including certain rifle
caliber firearms, are handguns because they are designed to be held and fired by the use of a single
hand. Arm braces however, facilitate the firing oflarge handguns that, because of their size, are more
difficult to fire accurately. Traditional handguns require no such accommodation.
In conclusion, we caution that this determination applies only to the Shockwave Technologies Blade
Pistol Stabilizer as submitted. Any alterations or modifications to any ofthc evaluated item's design,
dimensions or materials used in the manufacture of this item would make it subject to further rcview.
We thank you for your inquiry and trust the foregoing has been responsive to your request. Feel free
to write to FTISB if you have any additional firearms-related inquiries of a technical nature.
Sincerely yours,

Chief, Firearms
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